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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS 



A recording me 



read/updated by a data re 



ium for storing digital data to be 



cording and reproducing device, 
the digital data cO|Tiprising : 

a plurality ofl content data reproducable by the data 
recording and reproducing! device ; and 

reproduction <|ontrol information used to determine 
the content data to be reproduced, wherein 

the reproduction coni:rol information includes reproduction 

determines a reproduction order of the 



sequence information whic 



1 



device performs normal rep 



plurality of content data wjiile the data recording and reproducing 

reduction, and reproduction frequency 
parameters each of which determines reproduction frequency of the 



content data while the d^ 



performs special reprodi:| 
parameters being updatabl< 



2 . The recording meca 



ta recording and reproducing device 
ction, the reproduction frequency 



the reproduction 
according to information r^ 
at normal reproduction. 



ium according to claim 1, wherein 
requency parameters are updated 
levant to the content data selected 



3 . The recording med 
the reproduction cont 



ium according to claim 1, wherein 
rol information includes information 
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about date and time while 



the reproduction cont 



he content data is recorded. 



4. The recording medium according to claim 1, wherein 



ol information includes information 



about date and time while the content data is reproduced last time . 




rfding medium according to claim 1, wherein 
ion control information includes information 
times the content data has been reproduced. 



The reco 
the reproduct 
(bout the number of 



6 . A data recording ana reproducing device for reproducing 
digital data to be read/updated in the recording medium of claim 
1, the device comprising: 

a determination part pperable to read the reproduction 
control information from t^ie recording medium, and generate 
information used to determine which content data is to be 
reproduced based on one of the reproduction sequence information 
and the reproduction frequency parameters included in the read 
reproduction control information; 

a selection part operable to select which content data is 
to be reproduced based on f he information generated by the 
determination part; and 

a reproduction part ojSerable to read the content data 
selected by the selection pa|t:t from the recording medium for 
reproduction . 
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7. The data recordii|g and reproducing device according to 
claim 6, wherein 

the determination pbrt generates, based on the read 

liormation, reproduction frequency 
a reproduction frequency while the 
^produced , and 

the selection part randomly selects which content data is 
to be reproduced in such a manner as to satisfy the reproduction 
frequency indicated by the Ireproduction frequency parameters. 



reproduction control in 
parameters which indicate 
content data is randomly r 



8 . The data recording and reproducing device according 

to claim 7 , wherein 

the selection part corhprises: 

a random number generator generating a random number; 

and 

a random number I table for interrelating the random 
number with the content datia , and is used to determine which 
content data is to be reprofciuced. 



9. The data recordipg and reproducing device according 

to claim 6, wherein, 

at normal reproduction ,\ the determination part determines 
a reproduction order of the olurality of content data based on 
the reproduction sequence infprmation in the read reproduction 
control information, and 
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m 



the selection 
reproduction in the 
determination part . 



oart selects the content data for 
eproduction order determined by the 




and reproducing device according 
ng an update part operable to update 
rmation recorded on the recording 
duction control information thereon. 

and reproducing device according 

to claim 10, wherein 

the update part \ updates the reproduction control 
information on the recording medium based on information relevant 
to the content data seleqted at normal reproduction. 



12. The data recorping and reproducing device according 
to claim 6, wherein 

the determination pdrt includes a timer generating time 
information, and determines a reproduction frequency for each of 
the content data by using t^ie time information generated by the 
timer . 



13. A reproduction cc ntrol information collection system 



in which an information pro 
information about a repr 



/ider collects reproduction control 
duction frequency of a content 
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m 



rewards the user with a 
information, the system 



reproduced by a user foi^ sale to a content merchandiser, and 

bonus for the reproduction control 
comprising : 



a user's system provided on the user side; 



an information p 



rovider's system provided on the 



information provider sidfe; and 



a content merchand 
merchandiser side, where 



iser's system provided on the content 
in 

,! 

the user's system, |the information provider's system, and 
the merchandiser's system! are interconnected with one another via 

I 

a network for information exchange, 

1 

the user ' s system transmits the user ' s reproduction control 
information over the network, 

I 

the information provider's system receives the user's 



reproduction control information which came from the user's 

i: 

system, and transmits, over the network, the information together 



with an ID uniquely cor 
merchandiser ' s system, 

in response to the r! 



responds to the user to the content 



r 



production control information and the 



ID provided by the inf orjfnation provider's system, the content 



cor|n 



merchandiser's system issues a password uniquely corresponds to 



the ID, and transmits the 
system over the network. 



password to the information provider's 



the information prok/ider's system transmits the password 
and the ID provided by the\ content merchandiser's system to the 
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user's system over the network, 

the user ' s system bresents the ID and the password provided 
by the information provider's system to the content 
merchandiser's system o^er the network, and asks for the bonus, 
and 

the content merchahdiser ' s system identifies the user with 

I 

the presented ID and pajssword, and provides the bonus to the 
identified user . 

14. The reproduction control information collection 



system according to clai 
the user's system 

a communicat: . 
the information provider' 
system via the network; 



Im 13, wherein 
::omprises : 

.ons part operable to communicate with 
3 system and the content merchandiser's 
md 

a reproductidp control information management part 
operable to manage the us^sr's reproduction control information 
for transmission to the information provider's system via the 
communications part with a predetermined timing, 

the information provider's system comprises: 



a communicat i 
the user's system and the 
network ; 

a user's infc 
manage information about 



Dns part operable to communicate with 
::ontent merchandiser's system via the 

rmation management part operable to 
he user in addition to the ID; and 
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20 




a reproduction control information database 
lating the reproduction control information, the ID, 



mterre 

any corresponding content 



for 
and 



with one another for storage, and 
the content merchandiser's system comprises: 

a communications part operable to communicate with 
the information provider's system and the user's system via the 
network ; 

a bonus offer piart operable to provide the bonus to 
the user's system via the communications part; and 

a password management part operable to issue and 
manage the password, and authenticating a correspondence between 
the ID and the password prelsented by the user's system. 
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